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Funeral Services

When your grief over the death of a loved one is strong, our staff will do everything we can to lead the family
through this difficult time.

A funeral service will be conducted in the worship setting. The Pastor will meet with the family to plan any
funeral worship arrangements.

The outline for the funeral and burial service will use the ELW (Evangelical Lutheran Worship) setting. The
family may suggest other items to be included in the service, with the approval of the Pastor.

Date and Time of Funerals
Dates and times for funerals at Highview Christiania Lutheran Church are to be arranged in consultation with
the Pastor based on availability and the preferences of the deceased’s family.

Who will Officiate

Highview’s Pastor will conduct all funeral services held at Highview. Any requests for another Pastor or lay
person, or officiate, or assist in the service must be approved by Highview’s Pastor.

Structure of the Funeral Service

Appropriate readings and music will be chosen in conjunction with the Pastor and Music Director in order to
ensure a good funeral experience.

When there is no funeral home involved, the Pastor will help guide the family with the funeral.

Funerals for Non-Members and Inactive Members

Conducting funerals for people who have no connection with the church is a normal part of the ministerial and
local community church obligation. However, it is up to the discretion of the Pastor to allow/himself/herself or
the church to participate.

Funeral Music

The Highview Church organist, if available, will be used for funerals. Only music appropriate to the worship
service shall be used. All musical arrangements (pianist, soloist, etc) must be discussed and arranged with the
Music Director. The use of congregational hymns is encouraged and may be selected with the help of the
Pastor or Music Director in consultation with the family during the service planning process.

Eulogies and Remembrances
Eulogies and remembrances must be written and approved by the Pastor one day before the funeral service.
They shall be limited to five minutes. The Pastor is available to support the family.




Decorations/Flowers

Families may wish to display the deceased’s remains, as well as certain mementos or photographs of the
deceased and his/her family. Any displays or pictures must be appropriate to a worship setting.

No nails/staples/tacks or screw shall be put in the walls or attached to the pews.

All decorations must be removed within three (3) hours of the conclusion of the service.

No furniture shall be removed from the church building.

Flowers enhance our worship experience, and we request the following guidelines:

No flowers should be placed on the Altar rail or inside the Altar rail, in front of the pulpit, or front-center of the
Sanctuary. No flowers should be taller than four feet. If you wish to leave a floral arrangement after the funeral
for Sunday worship, please let the church office know.

If there is no funeral home involved with the service, the family is responsible for the fees for a Highview
Coordinator.

Reception

The purpose of the Highview Christiania Lutheran Church Women’s WELCA Funeral Committee is to be of help
to bereaved families.

Please contact Highview Christiania’s office to be connected to one of the WELCA Funeral Committee members
for the funeral meal guidelines.

Memorials
The Pastor is available to discuss, if needed.

Fees

Normally, honorariums for the Pastor, Organist, Soloist, Funeral Coordinator, and Custodian are paid following
the service or through the funeral director. If no funeral home is involved with the service, the family is
responsible for the fees directly to the individuals.



