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Congratulations! 
Welcome to Highview Christiania, please receive our best wishes to your upcoming 
wedding. It is a delight to hear of your interest in having your wedding services 
performed with Christ’s Church. We will help you plan for your wedding and more 
importantly the members of Highview Christiania will be seeking God’s blessing on 
your marriage. The wedding is for a moment in time; the marriage is forever. Plan 
for your wedding in a timely and systematic way, so that you may approach this 
event with energy, a sense of calm and joy! 
 
 
 
 
 
Contract Information: 
Church Office:                                                                              952-469-2722 
Pastor: Pastor Amy Johnson                              pastoramy.hclc@gmail.com 
Parish Administrator: Abigail Nachreiner  highviewlutheran@gmail.com  
Music Director: Karla Miller                                                      952-469-2722 
Wedding Planner: Abigail Nachreiner        highviewlutheran@gmail.com 
Custodian: Wally Franklund                                                      952-469-2722 
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Highview Christiania Lutheran Church 
Wedding Policies and Information 

 
Highview Christian Lutheran Church is pleased to provide its sanctuary for your wedding. Our sanctuary is not 
restricted to Highview members. We welcome any person who desire a worship setting for their marriage to 
use our church, if agreed upon by our pastor.  We offer this general information to aid you in planning the 
many details that make for a meaningful church wedding. Your wedding will be performed by our pastor. Other 
clergy may be welcome to participate in the service at our pastor’s discretion.    
 

ARRANGING FOR YOUR WEDDING: 
To reserve a date on the church calendar, call or visit the church office at least six months in advance of your 
anticipated wedding date. Schedule your wedding with the church before you schedule a location for your 
reception. If you would like to hold your reception at the church, be sure to indicate that at the time you are 
making reservations for your ceremony. There are additional fees and a Property Building Use agreement. 
Agree on a definite date for your wedding in consultation with Highview’s pastor by contacting the Parish 
Administrator at 952-469-2722. We will set up an appointment for you to meet with the pastor to begin 
marriage preparation, including pre-marriage counseling. The Parish Administrator will contact the wedding 
coordinator with your name and the date of the wedding, after all fees have been paid. All weddings (member 
or non-member) will use our wedding coordinator; we will contact you to discuss arrangements and answer 
any questions you may have regarding your wedding.  
 

MARRIAGE LICENSE: 
You must obtain your own marriage license prior to the wedding service. Marriage license applications are 
available at the County License office. The license is only valid for six months. Please deliver your license to the 
church office at least one week prior to the wedding.  
 

SANCTUARY SEATING CAPACITY: 
The sanctuary seats approximately 150 people, not including the overflow room to the north of the sanctuary, 
which has room for about 40 people with some obstructed view.  
 

PREMARITAL COUNSELING:  
The Pastor suggests you take a pre-marriage inventory called PREPARE-ENRICH. The inventory takes 
approximately 45 minutes for each individual to complete. The cost is $35.00, which you pay to Prepare-Enrich, 
Inc. The summary of the assessment from Prepare-Enrich will be forwarded to the Pastor. Couples will 
schedule follow-up appointments with the Pastor, which will include time to plan for the service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

WORSHIP SERVICE PLANNING:  
A church wedding service is a worship service, an expression of God’s gift of love in its many forms.  
Use the following order of service as a template to begin planning your own service. Items noted with an 
*asterisk are required elements in the wedding service 
 
 ~ Processional Music 
 ~ Greeting 
 ~ *Declaration of Marriage Intentions 
 ~ Prayer 
 ~ Hymn/Special Music 
 ~ *Scripture Readings 
 ~ Message 
 ~ Hymn/Special Music 
 ~ *Declaration of Vows 
 ~ *Exchange of Rings 
 ~ Unity candle (optional) 
 ~ Holy Communion (optional) 
 ~ Prayers/Lord’s Prayer 
 ~ Blessing 
 ~ Presentation of the couple 
 ~ Dismissal 
 ~ Recessional Music 
 ~ Postlude 
 
Once you have selected an order of the wedding service, please share a draft of your wedding bulletin with the 
pastor for their approval before printing. 
 

SELECTING SCRIPTURE & OTHER READINGS:  
Couples are encouraged to select at least one Scripture reading for their wedding service. Up to three readings 
are appropriate, which may be read either by the pastor or a friend or family member. Here are a few 
suggested readings: 
  

OLD TESTAMENT                NEW TESTAMENT 
Psalm 33       Matthew 19:4-6 
Psalm 100       John 2:10 
Psalm 117       John 15:9-12 
Psalm 127       Romans 12:1-2 
Psalm 128       1 Corinthians 12:31 – 13:13 
Psalm 136       Ephesians 3:17-21 
Psalm 150       Colossians 3:12-15 
Genesis 1:26-31 
Genesis 2:18-24 
Song of Solomon 2:10-13 
Song of Solomon 8:7 
Isaish 63:7-9 



PREPARING MARRIAGE VOWS: 

Couples may choose to use the traditional marriage vows listed below, or they may choose to write their own. 
 ~ Traditional vows: “I take you, ____ to be my wife/husband, and these things I promise you: I will 
respect, trust, help, and care for you; I will forgive you as we have been forgiven; and I will share my life with 
you, through the best and worst of all that is to come, until death parts us.” 
 ~ Personalized vows: As you write your vows, remember that vows are ultimately, promises. 
Personalized vows can include mention of things you love or admire about your partner, but should utilize the 
phrase, “I promise to ____” as the central focus of your written vows. 
 

ORGANIST/SELECTING MUSIC: 
The Highview church organist will be used, if available. Choice of music and use of soloists are to be 
coordinated with and approved by our organist and pastor. Music selections should reflect Christ-centered 
worship and life-long marital fidelity. We recommend at least one congregational hymn as a way to include 
your guests in the wedding service. No recorded music. 
 
 

REHEARSAL & WEDDING COORDINATOR: 
Wedding rehearsals should be scheduled when the wedding date is scheduled. It is normally held the day prior 
to the wedding. The wedding coordinator, if needed will be provided for a fee at both the rehearsal and the 
wedding for any questions that might come up at this time and to help with any of the needs of the wedding 
party. The rehearsal should be attended by all in the wedding party, ushers, and immediate family. It is 
important that rehearsals begin on time. The facilitator will be available to open the church for the wedding 
and will make sure that the sound system is working for the wedding. After the wedding, the facilitator will 
make sure everything is turned off and the church is locked.  
 
 

WEDDING DAY: 
Rooms will be provided in the church basement where the wedding party may change. If you need additional 
rooms, please let the wedding facilitator know. 
If you serve snacks or beverages to your wedding party, we ask that you keep them in the church basement 
kitchen. You are welcome to bring a cooler for soft drinks and water.  

 
WEDDING BULLETINS: 
Wedding bulletins are completely optional, at the preference of the engaged couple. If you do desire to have 
wedding bulletins printed, please share a draft of the bulletin with the pastor for final approval prior to 
printing, to ensure all information is correct. Ordering and printing of bulletins is the responsibility of the 
couple, not Highview Christiania Lutheran Church. 
 

DECORATIONS: 
~ Floral decorations for the church sanctuary are not necessary, but if desired, they will be provided by 
the couple. If you wish to leave a floral arrangement in the front of the sanctuary after your wedding 
for Sunday worship, simply let the church office know. No tacks, nails or staples are allowed into 
sanctuary woodwork or walls.  
~ Paraments on the altar and lectern are determined by the season of the church year. They are not 
changed for weddings. If you would like to know what color the paraments will at the time of your 



wedding, please contact the church office. There will be not rearranging of the sanctuary furniture, 
paraments, etc.  
~ Unity Candle/Banner are available to use at your wedding.  
~ Rice throwing – No rice, bird seed, glitter, or flower petal my be thrown either inside or outside the 
building. Bubbles may be used. 

 
 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY AND VIDEOGRAPHY: 
Photography and videography are welcome to take place during the wedding service with a few parameters. 
Floodlights and flash are not permitted during the wedding service. Photographers and videographers should 
be stationed at the back of the sanctuary throughout the duration of the wedding service, rather than disrupt 
the wedding service by moving around the sanctuary. Please communicate these guidelines to your vendors 
prior to the wedding day. 
 

WEDDING SITE “HOSTS”: 
Please arrange to have a pair of wedding hosts, often an aunt-and-uncle couple or a pair of cousins of the 
couple, to act as wedding site hosts. The wedding host has a different role than the personal attendant. These 
hosts are responsible to clean up the church after the wedding service has finished, as your wedding party and 
guests proceed to the reception. Wedding hosts should collect all decorations including a guest book, card box, 
floral arrangements, etc., but also any additional personal items left by the wedding party or guests, including 
in any preparation areas. Wedding hosts should be prepared to dispose of trash left out, and return the church 
building to the level of tidiness as when you arrived.  
 

CONDUCT OF WEDDING PARTY & GUESTS: 
All participants and guests are expected to conduct themselves in a manner that is respectful to God and to 
the couple, acknowledging that the wedding is a worship service. The use of alcoholic beverages or drugs is 
not permitted in the church building or on church property. People under the influence of alcohol or other 
substances will be asked to leave. Smoking is prohibited in the church building or on church property. A 
$250.00 fine will be incurred for violation of this policy. The wedding couple will be responsible for the fine.  
 

WEDDING FEES: 
The following payments should be made directly to individual staff members, via check or cash, and should be 
delivered to the church office no later than one week before your wedding date. 
     Members    Non-members 
Pastor      $200.00    $300.00 
Wedding Coordinator   $200.00    $200.00 
Organist    $150.00    $200.00 
Custodian    $100.00    $150.00 
Rental of building      $0     $800.00 
 
 
 
 

 



BUILDING USE AGREEMENT FOR WEDDINGS 
Highview Christiania Lutheran Church 

26690 Highview Avenue 
Farmington, MN 55024 

952-469-2722 
 

Date of Wedding ___________________   Time of Wedding _____________ 
 
Bride’s Name _____________________    Phone # ____________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________________________ 
 
Groom’s Name ____________________    Phone # ____________________ 
 
Address _______________________________________________________ 
 

 
Rehearsal:  Date _______________________    Time: _________________ 
  
  Arrival Time: __________________________ 
 
# of Dessing Rooms Needed: _____________ 
 
I agree to the following: 

1. To return the signed building Use Agreement to the Pastor, Wedding Coordinator/Facilitator, or the 
church office prior to the Wedding Rehearsal. 

2. To notify my homeowners insurance company about the event to determine liability coverage in the 
event of an occurrence of liability.  

3. Please pay the fees listed above prior to the wedding rehearsal. The date will not be held unless all 
fees are paid.  

4. Assume responsibility for the conduct of the group and reimburse Highview Christiania Lutheran 
Church for any damage incurred by the group to equipment, building or grounds. NO ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES of any kind are to be brought on the church grounds. This includes the parking lot. 

 
Date: _________________________ _________________________________ 
       Bride 
             _________________________________ 
       Groom 


